Once scorned, Doelger homes now
prized for their midcentury design

Sturdy, iconic houses of western S.F,
Daly City sought by collectors, as
well as value-seeking homebuyers

By Larry Rosen
Examiner Staff Writar

Native-barn San Franciscan, Henry Doel-
gr quit choal in the eghth grade, then sold

thtub gin and tamales from a stand outside
Golden Gate Park In 1927, af the age of 81,
he seraped up enough money to build a few
houses an the WO block of asth Avenue, on
what was then sand dunes stretching out to
theocaan.

By the time he died, in 1978, Doelger had
built roore than 0,000 homes in Ban Fran-
cizoo and Daly City. With his wision, Doelger
reimvented the American suburb.

Daelger hormeas sit almoest unmoticad in San
Francisco's Bunset district, e hacanss of
their ubquity. “& Doalger is the apitome of
the ‘nonmal’ Surset home,” says Zuba Muz-
ichanko, an agent with Zephyr Real Bstata and
owner of a Surset D-:-el%er home. T'm pretty
Earniliar with Doalgers, but evan [-:t'te-n-:-an t
recognize whether a home iz a Doclger or a
knack-ofl*

Besginning inthe late 1620s, Doalger built in
anareabordered by 27th and Soth avennes to
the aast and west, and Eirkham and Oviegs

strests tothe narth and south, Doslger, along
with the Gellert Brothers' Standard Building
Compnalrf built most of the Sunsat. Unlike later

b‘g:er nelghbarhoods in Daly City, “Tioelger
Crrg.r doeanot stand cut architecturally.

“Dodgers in the Sunsat are slmple mare
af a blank canvas,” Muzichenko says. “Few
horebuyers try to keep a Doelger inits orig-
inal ondition. T have tosay that mare paople
today actually recognize a Doalger-style home
tlm.:ﬁrerer tgforﬁﬂshe sﬂdsge:‘hﬁﬁrthm.fre
mostly Sunset and Parkside residents get-
tmﬁm n touch with the area's history”

lgers are attractive,she says, for simple
rezsona: they are sturdy — Doelger framed his
San Francisco homes with redwood — func-
tiomal and still offer “a home with a garage
arl a yard in asafe and famibeoriented neigh-
barhood

“I have a portiolio buyer” says Heather
Stoliz, of Prudential California Realty. “He
buye [Doelgers] in the Sunsst. Ha rents them
aut, hecans: he fselathe purposa wee to rent
them out to the working class”

“Dodger City" homes sold for a median
price of 218,000 in 2007, consistent with other
homesin the Sunset but soewhat lower than
the fa08 000 San Franciseo madisn

Henry Doslgert W draam came to life
afiew milles south, in Daly City: In 1945, he pur-
chased a huge teact of land from the Bpring
Valley Water Compary: Here he created West-
lakec a,500 homes, 5000 apartments, plus
schwools, parks, offices, shopping and restau-
rants.

In1eaz, folk snger Malvina P.ewc-lds]am-
poonied Dioelgar's“city within a ciny™ with her
anti-suburbia song “Little Boees® However,
Doalgar iz getting the last langh. His West ke
homies have become iconie representations of
roideantury degign, with a growing follewing
af desigr-emnssions fans.

“Bome people are Dodger collactors”
Bholtz says “That's all they'll have. The rea-
aon they like them, they tall me, & bacanze
[Doelzer] had a bg vision and he weant out
ared did it

Far many yesrs, Westlake Doalgers mainly
drew paople leoking for value. Like their San
Franeigeo eousing, the Daly City developments
ara giurdy — built of redwrod Doelger millad
an-site— and t'unmunal.mal:q.rwltﬁemreew
mawe badrooms. Lately, though, Staltz has
noticed a new bread of Dodger enthuzsiast.

“T'mn nedicing this kind of hip, young buyer,
inta aspecifie design syl They like the furni-
ture from that era [midcentury ] aswall”
8till, a Westlake Doeger is a gond wvaloa,

Homes gold in November 2007 averaged $518
per square foot. Maedian sales price for the
aame month was 887000, compared with
#az8 B0 for all of Daly City and the above-
mentioned $808000 In San Francisco, AL
prasent, there are seven Westlake Doalgers
on the markst for more than 300,000,

Stoltz pointa ot that many of the Westlake
sallers are original owners, their bames Hank
canvases for new buyers wishing to continus
the tradition of upgrading the homesar restore
thiem totheir Ipu:ﬁt,m.r @ary. “The cna F'm s -
ing [at &6 Fialderest Dirive] is original,” Stoliz
saya. “They bought it from plans in 18507

“Tt sesaams that the paopls who've oamed for
A0 or 50 years aven't budging on price,” she
adds, “Fira, because [the houses| are Doek
gars, and second, becausa they creatad the

borhoad. They'd rather not sefl.®
Tt 1zt point would sit well with Doelger,

whoss goal all aleng was tocraate a tighi-knit
cormrnity in Daly City
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Top ket Doslger's uilitarian designs are a common sight in the Sunset district. A bove and bottom

l=ft. almo st 60 years kater, Henry Doslgers wision for Westlake has becoms koonic. — Mt Wile Koomin?
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